2015 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC STATE BEE CHAMPION PROFILES
ALABAMA
Kapil Nathan is a 10-year-old 5th grader at Mount Laurel Elementary School in
Birmingham. He was a state chess champion in 2013 and 2104. He loves the piano and
won the top spot in a state keyboard festival. He was the starting baseball pitcher for his
championship team last year and enjoys playing football and basketball.
ALASKA
Benjamin Ng is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Floyd Dryden Middle School in Juneau. He’s
an accomplished wrestler; last year, he won the state championship in folk-style wrestling
for his weight class. He enjoys coding in Java and C++, and also likes building and making
things. He hopes to become an engineering consultant and travel the world.
ARIZONA
Cameron Danesh is a 13-year-old 8th grader at On-Track Academy in Scottsdale. He
represented Arizona at the 2013 National Geographic Bee. What he likes most about
geography is that it is a very visual subject. He can look at maps for hours. The best place
he’s been to is Paris, and he’d love to visit Rome.
ARKANSAS
Sojas Wagle is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Southwest Junior High School in Springdale. He
was MVP of the 2015 Northwest Arkansas Regional Quiz Bowl Tournament and captain of
his team. He enjoys playing chess, the violin and video games. He’d love to visit Italy for
its landmarks, its beaches and especially its cuisine.
ATLANTIC TERRITORIES
Christopher Sharpless is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Antilles School, St. Thomas, U.S.
Virgin Islands. He sails an Optimist (single-handed dinghy) competitively in his free time.
The best place he’s been to is Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he competed in the 2014
Optimist World Championship. Among those he most admires are his teachers.
CALIFORNIA
Madhavan Krishnan is an 11-year-old 6th grader at Sam H. Lawson Middle School in
Cupertino, west of San José. He plays the piano, enjoys chess, reading and online quizzes,
and has a blue belt in karate. A YouTube video of him correctly naming every state capital
when he was 3 has been viewed over a million times.
COLORADO
Jake Hofgard is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Louisville Middle School in Louisville,
southeast of Boulder. He placed fifth in the state in this year’s Brain Bowl. He loves
playing and watching soccer and is an avid supporter of the U.K.’s Arsenal Football Club.
He also enjoys reading and skiing. He’d like to visit Central Asia.
CONNECTICUT
Alexander Koutsoukos is a 12-year-old 7th grader at Middlebrook Middle School in
Wilton, southwestern Connecticut. He speaks fluent Spanish and Greek and is learning
French. He enjoys drawing and painting, especially oil painting, and has won several art
awards. He’d love to visit Iceland to see its volcanoes, geysers and glaciers.

2015 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC STATE BEE CHAMPION PROFILES
DELAWARE
Rohan Kanchana is a 12-year-old 6th grader at Newark Charter School in Newark, near
Wilmington. He won first place at the 2015 Delaware Valley Science Fair and participated
in the 2014 “Odyssey of the Mind” world championship. He recently started a public
speaking club at his school. He plays classical and electric guitar and tennis.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Ethan Cooper is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Menwith Hill Elementary/High School in
Menwith Hill, Yorkshire, England. He’s been a keen birdwatcher since the age of 2, and he
enjoys playing soccer, baseball, tennis and ultimate Frisbee. He also collects coins and
stamps. He hopes to visit Singapore.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Jacob Wall is a 12-year-old 6th grader at the British School of Washington. He likes bike
riding, reading, playing the piano and playing soccer as well as visiting Washington’s
museums and galleries. He’d love to be someone who travels the world, such as an
oceanographer or archaeologist. Among those he admires are his teachers.
FLORIDA
Rishi Nair is an 11-year-old 5th grader at Lincoln Magnet School in Plant City, east of
Tampa. He has won several science, technology, engineering and math fair awards and is a
member of the National Elementary Honor Society. In his free time, he likes to sing
Carnatic (South Indian classical) music. He’d love to visit Paris.
GEORGIA
Vibhav Kanyadan is a 12-year-old 7th grader at The Walker School in Marietta. His
interest in geography was stimulated by his love of maps and commercial aircraft. His
favorite airline is Etihad Airways. He hopes one day to start his own airline company to fly
to inaccessible places. He’d like to start a geography club at his school.
HAWAII
Mika Ishii is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Kaimuki Middle School in Honolulu. She
represented Hawaii at the 2012 and 2014 National Geographic Bees. She plays the violin in
the Hawaii Youth Symphony Concert Orchestra and also plays the ukulele. She is her
school’s geography club president.
IDAHO
Nicholas Monahan is a 12-year-old 6th grader at Payette Lake Middle School in McCall,
north of Boise. He’s earned several gold medals for the National Latin Exam and high
honors for the National Greek Exam. He has a green belt in judo and enjoys reading,
shooting arrows, playing hockey and skiing.
ILLINOIS
Alexandru Grindeanu is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Gower Middle School in Burr Ridge,
a suburb of Chicago. He won first place in sparring in shotokan karate at the state
championship last year and a gold medal for trumpet playing. He enjoys basketball, reading
historical fiction and learning about world events.
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INDIANA
Thomas Gatewood is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Western Middle School in Russiaville,
east of Lafayette. He has won his school’s leadership award for the past three years and in
2014 attended the Junior National Young Leaders Conference in Washington, D.C. He
enjoys reading and is interested in history, politics and economics.
IOWA
Patrick Taylor is a 12-year-old 7th grader at Northwest Junior High School in Coralville, a
suburb of Iowa City. What stimulated his interest in geography was his grandmother
showing him road maps of the state of Iowa when he was a toddler. He plays the violin in
the school orchestra and enjoys riding his scooter and building with Legos.
KANSAS
Chinmay Patil is a 13-year-old 7th grader at California Trail Middle School in Olathe. He
represented Kansas at the 2014 National Geographic Bee. He loves being in the school
band, where he has played the trumpet for three years. He hopes to use geography in future
to help solve environmental problems such as pollution. He’d love to visit the North Pole.
KENTUCKY
Pranav Kanmadikar is an 11-year-old 6th grader at Meyzeek Middle School in Louisville.
What he likes about geography is that it’s a subject that incorporates almost everything on
the planet, from kangaroos to quesadillas. He hopes to use geography in the future to help
conserve endangered species. He plays the piano and has a black belt in tae kwan do.
LOUISIANA
Ajaya Tummala is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Caddo Middle Magnet School in
Shreveport. He is a huge New England Patriots and Boston Celtics fan and would love to
go to Boston to watch one of their games. He hopes to one day be the head doctor for a
sports team. What he enjoys most about geography is looking at maps.
MAINE
Matthew Chase is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Wells Junior High School in Wells, on
Maine’s southern coast. He has twice won Literary Achievement Awards at his school. He
plays the trombone in the school band and also plays the piano. He likes swimming, biking
and playing golf. He hopes to become a geography teacher or cartographer.
MARYLAND
Abhinav Karthikeyan is a 12-year-old 6th grader at Roberto W. Clemente Middle School
in Germantown, near Washington, D.C. He represented Maryland at the 2013 and 2014
National Geographic Bees. He recently won the Presidential Award for Academic
Excellence and several public speaking awards. He loves playing tennis.
MASSACHUSETTS
Lucy Chae is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Charles E. Brown Middle School in Newton
Centre, west of Boston. She has played the piano for eight years and the violin for six. She
enjoys reading, especially nonfiction. If she could be anyone else, it would be the Librarian
of Congress so she could support the nation’s libraries.
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MICHIGAN
Shriya Yarlagadda is an 11-year-old 6th grader at Grand Blanc East Middle School in
Grand Blanc, a suburb of Flint. She’s a member of her school’s Quiz Bowl team and enjoys
playing the piano and reading. Her favorite part about geography is learning about different
cultures and foods from around the world. She’d love to visit Rome.
MINNESOTA
Shreyas Varathan is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Shakopee Area Catholic School in
Shakopee, near Minneapolis. He loves reading and playing basketball and is interested in
fossils and animal bones. The coolest place he’s visited is Cancun, and he’d love to go to
Italy and the Amazon rain forest. He admires his teachers.
MISSISSIPPI
Ian Espy is a 14-year-old 8th grader at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Ridgeland, north
of Jackson. He placed first in zoology at the state science fair last year, and was second this
year. He’s a high honor roll student and has received his school’s top award, Head of
School Award. He’s especially interested in biology and chemistry.
MISSOURI
Nikhil Krishnan is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Rockwood South Middle School in Fenton,
a suburb of St. Louis. What he likes about geography is learning about foreign lands,
diverse cultures, ancient histories and political structures. He enjoys reading, playing
soccer and watching sports. He hopes to be a pharmaceutical scientist.
MONTANA
Grace Rembert is a 12-year-old 7th grader at Sacajawea Middle School in Bozeman. She
represented Montana at the 2013 National Geographic Bee. She’s played the violin for 7
years and enjoys cross-country running. She placed fifth in the state Science Olympiad. She
wants to be a geneticist and find cures for diseases by looking at their place of origin.
NEBRASKA
Brendan Pennington is a 12-year-old 6th grader at Prairie Lane Elementary School in
Omaha. He represented Nebraska at the 2014 National Geographic Bee. He plays the piano
and has won many trophies. He also plays in a tennis league. He hopes to be a travel
magazine writer and combine his loves of geography, writing and travel.
NEVADA
Brian Montes is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Adobe Middle School in Elko, northeast
Nevada. He is a member of the National Junior Honor Society. He enjoys playing baseball
and fishing. If he could be anyone else, he’d be president of the United States. Among the
people he most admires are his teachers who help and support him.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Isaac Stearns is a 12-year-old 7th grader at Kearsarge Regional Middle School in North
Sutton, northwest of Concord. He enjoys traveling; one of his favorite places is Quebec
City, and he’d like to go to British Columbia to ski. He plays soccer and enjoys building
with Legos and, in summer, swimming and boating.
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NEW JERSEY
Karan Menon is a 14-year-old 8th grader at John Adams Middle School in Edison. His
main interest is geography, but he also enjoys math, science and technology. In his spare
time, he likes to read, and he’s a huge fan of the “Harry Potter” series. The best place he’s
visited is Dubai, and he’d love to go to Brazil.
NEW MEXICO
Lakshay Sood is a 10-year-old 4th grader at Manzano Day School in Albuquerque. What
he likes best about geography is that it inspires him to care about the planet. He enjoys
reading, especially historical fiction. He’d like to become a biologist and travel the world
discovering new animal species. He hopes to visit the Galápagos.
NEW YORK
Arnav Patra is a 12-year-old 7th grader at Heim Middle School in Williamsville, near
Buffalo. He plays the piano and cello and is on his school’s Science Olympiad and debate
teams. He enjoys singing Indian classical music, swimming and watching movies. He has a
black belt in tae kwon do. He’d love to go to the Galápagos.
NORTH CAROLINA
Ian Garnto is a 13-year-old 8th grader at West Alexander Middle School in Taylorsville,
west of Greensboro. He enjoys reading, cooking and playing video games. The best place
he has visited is Alaska, and he’d like to go to Volgograd, Russia, to see the site of the
Battle of Stalingrad. Among those he admires are his teachers for their patience.
NORTH DAKOTA
Sean Ness is a 12-year-old 6th grader at Valley Middle School in Grand Forks. He plays the
cello and trumpet, loves golf and is studying tae kwon do. In the summer, he attends a
language camp; he wants to learn one language from each continent. He’d love to become a
diplomat — even secretary of state. He’d like to visit Europe.
OHIO
Suyash Dixit is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Shanahan Middle School in Lewis Center, north
of Columbus. He loves Robotics and participated at the First Lego League tournament,
where his team finished fourth in the state. He placed second in the Ohio History Bee. He’s
planning a career in science and engineering. He enjoys chess.
OKLAHOMA
Grant Talkington is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Brink Junior High School in Oklahoma
City. He’s won several baseball trophies and enjoys playing on his computer. What he likes
most about geography is learning about landforms, countries and cities. The best place he’s
been is the Grand Canyon; he’d like to go to Lake Baikal.
OREGON
Ashwin Sivakumar is a 10-year-old 5th grader at Oregon Episcopal School in Portland. He
composes music and won the Music Teachers National Association Composition
Competition for Oregon in 2014. He’s an avid birder, fossil hound and cheese sampler. He
hopes to become a biologist as he loves birds and wildlife.
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PACIFIC TERRITORIES
Ethan Storie is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Bishop Baumgartner Memorial Catholic School
in Singjana, Guam. He’s been on a winning Challenge Bowl team for three years and
competed in national history competitions the past two years. He’s interested in
commercial and military aviation and hopes to be a pilot. He plays rugby and baseball.
PENNSYLVANIA
Tejas Badgujar is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Hampton Middle School in Allison Park, a
suburb of Pittsburgh. The piano is his favorite instrument to play and listen to. He won first
place in the Math Olympiad in his county, second place in the state for Robotics and has a
first degree black belt in tae kwon do. He hopes to become a cartographer.
RHODE ISLAND
Eli Fulton is a 13-year-old 7th grader from Rumford, East Providence, representing Rhode
Island Home Educators, North Kingstown. He likes building with Legos and enjoys
making Lego stop-motion videos. The best place he’s been is Boston, where he watched
the Red Sox beat the Yankees. He’d like to visit Africa for its wildlife.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Nicolas Grigat is a 14-year-old 8th grader at St. Anne’s School in Rock Hill, near
Charlotte. What he enjoys about geography is knowing where places are located and
having an understanding of their environments. He enjoys swimming and mountain biking.
A heavy metal fan, he admires bands like Judas Priest and Iron Maiden.
SOUTH DAKOTA
Damian Herrera is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Dakota Valley Middle School in North
Sioux City. He’s a member of the National Junior Honor Society and Quota International
service club. Interests include learning foreign languages, running and reading. If he could
be anyone else, it would be sprinter Usain Bolt.
TENNESSEE
John Webster is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Evangelical Christian School in Cordova, east
of Memphis. He enjoys football, drama, basketball, country music and playing Minecraft.
The coolest place he’s visited is Horsetail Falls, near Portland, Oregon, and he’d love to go
to Italy, Croatia and Nigeria. He admires his grandparents.
TEXAS
Joseph Afuso is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Bishop Garriga Middle School in Corpus
Christi. He wants to visit every country in the world. He founded the geography club at his
school. He’s also a Star Scout. He’s interested in math, foreign languages and marine
biology, and once had pet jellyfish.
UTAH
Gauri Garg is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Bear River Charter School in Logan. She
represented Utah at the 2014 National Geographic Bee. She enjoys listening to music and
reading and has won many medals and ribbons in swimming and skating competitions. If
she could be anyone in the world, she’d be a Bollywood actress.
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VERMONT
David Heschel Liebowitz is an 11-year-old 6th grader at Weybridge Elementary School in
Weybridge, northwest of Middlebury. He loves playing the piano and oboe and has
performed in the concert hall of Middlebury College. He likes composing music. He enjoys
playing hockey and drawing maps with his brother.
VIRGINIA
Alexander Perdue is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Andrew Lewis Middle School in Salem,
near Roanoke. He’s danced for nine years and taken voice lessons for seven years. He also
enjoys reading. What he likes most about geography is the exposure to new, exciting things
as you learn more about the world. He wants to become a meteorologist.
WASHINGTON
Nick Harrington is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Lakeside Middle School in Seattle. He is
fascinated with airplanes and aviation and has a flight simulator on his computer that he
enjoys using. He has had three unconventional pets — crayfish, all of which have escaped
their tank. He’d like to visit an uninhabited South Pacific island.
WEST VIRGINIA
Hunter Midcap is a 12-year-old 6th grader at St. Michael Parish School in Wheeling. He
has won many 5K runs and was the youngest person to run the local half-marathon last
year. He plays the trumpet and enjoys studying geography, history and Latin. He collects
antiques, especially bottles and cast iron banks and figures.
WISCONSIN
Joshua Frank is a 13-year-old 7th grader at Fall River School in Fall River, northeast of
Madison. He is interested in meteorology, geology and other sciences. He likes visiting
Google Earth and major online weather sites. He’s a second class Boy Scout. He’d love to
visit Hawaii to see the volcanoes.
WYOMING
Annika Coberly is a 14-year-old 8th grader at Upton Middle School in Upton, northeast
Wyoming. She enjoys hiking, biking, travel, playing basketball, throwing discus and shot
put and spending time with family. She also roots for the University of Notre Dame
football and basketball teams. She’d like to visit Sweden and Ireland.
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