

Los Angeles Program Schedule
Sept. 25 – 28, 2008
Thursday, Sept. 25 


7:30 p.m.

OPENING NIGHT 
LIVE CONCERT: K’NAAN
Celebrated Somali hip-hop MC, griot and singer/songwriter K’NAAN will headline the Friday night music concert, performing songs from his new CD, “Troubadour,” to be released this fall. Through his music K'NAAN has established himself as a voice for change, a peacemaker and a cultural bridge between the developing world and the West.

Friday, Sept. 26 



7:30 p.m.

Under the Bombs 
Philippe Aractingi

Lebanon/2007/98 min

Arabic with English subtitles

L.A. Premiere

An oddly matched pair, Tony and Zenia drive through war-torn Lebanon frantically searching for Zenia’s missing sister and son. 

Saturday, Sept. 27
1:30 p.m.

A WAVE OF CHANGE

Films focusing on life stories with new challenges and lessons that transform us, our community and our culture.

Hawaikii

Mike Jonathan

New Zealand/2006/11 minutes

English and Maori
L.A. Premiere

Faced with the anxiety of the first day of school, a young girl is soothed by her connection to her family and her Maori culture.  

(MORE)
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A Sketch of Wathone 

Kyi Phyu Shin
Myanmar/2006–2007/15 minutes

Burmese with English subtitles
World Premiere

From the seclusion of his charmingly idiosyncratic home, Wathone — one of Myanmar’s best-known painters — shares his thoughts about his life, art and family. 

Welcome to Enurmino!* 
Aleksei Vakhrushev

Russia/2008/60 minutes

Russian and Chukchi with English subtitles
North American Premiere

In this enlightening story, villagers struggle to maintain traditional Chukchi culture while challenged by the changing landscape and increasing isolation. 
Saturday, Sept. 27
4:00 p.m.

THE WALLS BETWEEN US

Stories about different perspectives in a shared reality.

Sikumi (On the Ice) 
Andrew Okpeaha MacLean
United States/2008/15 minutes

Iñupiaq with English subtitles
Apuna, a hunter, drives his dog team out on the frozen Arctic Ocean in search of seals, but instead witnesses a murder. 

White Mountain 

Taha Kerimi
East Kurdistan (Iran)/2006/30 minutes

Kurdish with English subtitles
L.A. Premiere

In this elegant story, an elderly Kurd caught in the Kurdish civil war of the 1990s wishes for a simpler life. 
(MORE)
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Guarding the Family Silver

Toby Mills and Moana Maniapoto
New Zealand/2005/46 minutes

English and Maori with English subtitles
L.A. Premiere

The film looks at the effect of intellectual property on the Maori and the misuse of traditional symbols, images and words in the global marketplace. 
Saturday, Sept. 27
7:30 p.m.

A WAVE OF CHANGE II
Stories about different perspectives in a shared reality.

Aydaygooay 

Mary Code

Canada/2007/6 minutes

Sayisi Dene with English subtitles
L.A. Premiere

This blended live-action and animation short tells the Sayisi Dene story of Aydaygooay, a young man who brings the caribou back to his people.
Keao* 

Kaliko Spenser

United States/2008/10 minutes

English

World Premiere

Keao, a young hula dancer, is torn between the commercialization of the dance and the sacred significance of the dance. 
Young, Gifted & Samoan

Dionne Fonoti

United States/2008/23 min

English
L.A. Premiere

A fresh perspective of three Samoan youth living and creating music in San Francisco. 
(MORE)

The Linguists 

Seth Kramer, Daniel A. Miller, Jeremy Newberger 

United States, Russia/Siberia, India, Bolivia/2007/65 minutes
English

L.A. Premiere

Linguists David Harrison and Gregory Anderson are on a whirlwind race against time to document endangered languages before the last fluent speaker dies. 
Saturday, Sept. 27

10:00 p.m.

UNDER THE SAME SUN

Captivating stories from people who live two identities, between two countries and in two distinctly different cultural worlds.

Kids’ Stories

Ricardo Barahona 

El Salvador/2007/10 minutes 

Spanish with English subtitles
L.A. Premiere

Kids’ Stories is a collection of animated shorts inspired by the famous Salvadoran writer Salarrué. Stories include The Tale of What I Want and Don’t Want, the Magic Staff and Other Silly Thingies and Menchedita Copalchine’s First Communion. 
Weaving Life


Roberto Arévalo


Columbia/2007/26 minutes


Spanish with English subtitles

Following in his father’s footsteps, Rubiel Velasquez weaves baskets from bejuco, a wood similar to bamboo, which is disappearing from the central Colombian landscape.
Under the Open Sky 
José Luis Matías and Carlos Pérez Rojas

Mexico/2007/38 minutes

Spanish with English subtitles

L.A. Premiere

The battle of the community of El Carizalillo with Goldcorp Mining is a story of a people that organized, fought and won. 
(MORE)
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Sunday, Sept. 28
1:30 p.m. 
WOMEN HOLD UP HALF THE SKY

Women filmmakers present an expressive collection of work from a distinct perspective and show what matters to them.

What Was Promised* 
Roshini Thinakaran
Iraq/2008/46 minutes

Arabic with English subtitles
World Premiere

A documentary film about the women who joined Iraq’s new security forces after the U.S.-led invasion in 2003. 

As We Forgive
Laura Waters Hinson

Rwanda/2008/53 minutes

English and Kinyarwanda with English subtitles
L.A. Premiere

Two women, Rosaria and Chantal, come face-to-face with the men who slaughtered their families during the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

Sunday, Sept. 28
4:00 p.m.

ANCESTORS, ELDERS AND LAND

Indigenous elders share what’s important to remember for the continuation of their culture.

Kids’ Stories

Ricardo Barahona

El Salvador/2007/10 minutes

Spanish with English subtitles
North American Premiere

Kids’ Stories is a collection of animated shorts inspired by the famous Salvadoran writer Salarrué. One of the stories is The Tale of the Geological Shake Up and Scared Up Earthlings.  

(MORE)
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Maq and the Spirit of the Woods 

Phyllis Grant

Canada/2007/9 minutes
English
L.A. Premiere

A young boy learns a valuable life lesson through the help of an inconspicuous mentor. 

Na 'Ono o ka 'Aina – Delicacies of the Land 
Puhipau and Joan Lander 

United States/2008/9 minutes
Native Hawaiian with English subtitles 

L.A. Premiere

A Hawaiian song narrates this documentary as Jerry Konanui teaches the importance of Taro preservation, planting and the controversy of genetic engineering. 

Nikamowin (Song) 

Kevin Lee Burton

Canada/2007/12 minutes

Cree

A linguistic soundscape comprised of the deconstruction and reconstruction of Cree narration with various manipulated landscapes. 
When Colin Met Joyce

Rima Tamou
Australia/2007/52 minutes
English
North American Premiere
Joyce and Colin Clague celebrate a 40-year marriage that has been driven by social justice and bound by commitment and love. 

(MORE)
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Sunday, Sept. 28

7:30 p.m.

Persian Portraits

This special showcase is a series of films that depicts universal themes told through a poetic lens from contemporary and experimental filmmakers in Iran. 

Slap 
Ehsan Amani







Iran/2008/5 minutes 
Farsi with English subtitles
In this cunning, whodunit story, a train goes through a tunnel, and a kiss and slap are heard among four passengers.
On the Railroad
Mohammad Sufi





Iran/2008/15 minutes 
Farsi with English subtitles
A husband’s mourning is reconciled through an unforeseen event in this bittersweet short. 

In Our Home
Maryam Kashkouli Nia




Iran/2008/5 minutes

Farsi with English subtitles
The admiration and value of family comes to light when a little girl plays with her toys in this animated short. 

Cold Dream 
Peyman Nahan Ghaodrati

Iran/2008/14 minutes 

Farsi with English subtitles
Many symbolisms are portrayed as an old man and old woman journey through a snowy, cold mountain. 

(MORE)
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Tehran Has No More Pomegranates!
Massoud Bakhshi





Iran/2006/67 minutes 

Farsi with English subtitles
This film traces the development of Tehran as a city, contrasting it with the present reality.

*All Roads Seed Grantee
ALL ROADS PHOTOGRAPHY PROGRAM EXHIBIT

Egyptian Courtyard, Sept. 25-28, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Khaled Hasan (Bangladesh) 
“Living Stone: A Community Losing Its Life”

Farzana Wahidy (Afghanistan)
“Afghan Women”

Alejandro Chaskielberg (Argentina) 
“The High Tide: Native Islanders and the Community of the Paraná River Delta”

Rena Effendi (Azerbaijan) 
“Khinaliq Village: A Staircase to the Sky 2003-2006”

###


